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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------.....
102-1384 22 October 1992 Washington, D C
ADJOURNMENT. The l02na Congress recently came to a close. In this Congress
much was done to help meet the needs of working American families by passing
key legislation to improve opportunities for education, strengthen our
economy, assist U S workers, and help consumers. This week's newsletter
will discuss some of the major initiative& enacted into law or currently
awaiting Presidential action.
'HIGHER EDUCATION. Legislation was passed to expand educational
opportunities for millions of Americans by making college loans and grants
a,ot!l! available. Under the bill, all students regardless of income
will qualify for student loans. Those from families with incomes up
to $70,000 could receive partially subsidized loans; and those with incomes
up to $42,000 would be eligible for Pell Grant scholarships. The· bill
also helps middle income Americans by eliminating a family's home or farm
equity in the consideration of eligibility for financial aid. Language
is included in the measure to minimize loan defaults containing nearly
100 provisions to strengthen oversight and enforcement of the program.
The measure will help create a better skwled workforce able to compete
in a global economy. This has been signed into law.
CIo\BLE TELEVISION. The aim of the Cable Television Consumer Protection
and Competition Act is to contain consumer costs and improve service.
This legislation requires the Federal Communications Commission (FCC)
to establish national guidelines for regulating basic cable rates and
standards for cable customer service, and will give the FCC authority
to regulate unreasonable rate increases. This has become law.
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION. Landmark legislation was approved to rebuild
and improve the nation's highways, bridges and mass transit systems.
The bill will stimulate the economy by creating two million jobs over
the next six years, provide funding to rebuild the nation's deteriorating
infrastructure, and improve U S economic competitiveness in the global
market by strengthening our domestic transportation network. This was
signed into law.
HOUSING. Committed to giving all Americans the opportunity to have an
affordable, decent and safe place to live, Congress passed the National
Affordable Housing Act Amendments of 1992. This legislation reauthorizes
and revises Federal programs that enable States and localities (in
partnership with the private sector> to expand the supply of affordable
housing and community and economic development activities. In addition,
it expands fair housing enforcement, revitalizes distressed public housing,
establishes a new youth training program and increases the Federal
commitment to reducing lead-based paint hazards. This is expected to
be signed into law.
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ENERGY. Congress passed a much needed energy bill that seeks to reduce
dependence on foreign oil and enhance the energy security of the U S.
The legislation expands use of renewable energy resources, improves energy
efficiency and conservation, increases use of alternative fuel and clean
coal technologies, and expands research, development and commercialization
programs for various energy technologies. The bill includes language
addressing the use of ozone depleting chemicals and also contains major
new initiatives to encourage renewable energy such as windmills and biomass
energy sources. It is expected this will be signed into law.
VETERANS' BENEFIT PACKAGE. More than a dozen bills providing assistance
to the nation's veterans were enacted in the l02nd Congress. These include
cost-aE-living increases in service-connected disabilities and compensation
(Public Law 102-3 and PL 102-152), Agent Orange legislation (PL 102-4)
and benefits for activated guard and reserve veterans. Other legislation
enacted this year expands eligibility for veterans housing, aids homeless
veterans (PL 102-54), and improves educational benefits to members of
the Selected Reserve of the Armed Forces who served during the Persian
Gulf War (102-127). The Department of Defense Emergency Supplemental
package (PL 102-25) also includes assistance to veteran~.
ECOHOMIC GROWTH AND AID TO COMMUNITIES. Congress passed a five year
economic growth incentive initiative providing money for a variety of
investment incentive measures to assist economically depressed areas and
spur economic activity. The I;>ill includes Enterprise Zones to <:Jlcourage
investment in urban and rural distressed areas, low-income housing credits,
targeted jobs credi ts, research and development t~x credits, and several
other business incentives. The bill, which is revenue neutral would expand
Individual Retirement Accounts and permit penalty free IRA withdrawals
to assist in education, health care and first home ownership expenses.
The legislation also includes money to be allocated to distressed areas
for crime and community policing, social services and economic development.
Funding would be increased for the AFDC JOBS program and family preservation
services -- specifically, foster care, assistance for abused and neglected
children, and substance abuse prevention and treatmeqt. Unfortunately,
it is thought that this will be vetoed by the Administration.
These are but some of the accomplishments of the 102nd Congress.
In the upcoming 103rd Congress a specific agenda remains to be set, but
among the top priorities will be health care. Work that began in this
Congress on a consensus health care reform package will continue with
the hope that comprehensive legislation will be passed controlling costs
and ensuring all Americans access to affordable, quality health c~re_
We will continue working to promote economic growth, ensure tax fairness,
invest in domestic priorities, focus on high-tech, high-wage jobs, expand
job training, and create jobs for defense workers. We will also be
committed to continuing to work to achieve greater deficit reduction.
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